BACON'S ADVICE.                         367

the Councillors; but he had a definite plan for dealing with the
Impositions, and he saw, what none of the Councillors had seen,
the connection between the domestic and the foreign policy of
the King. The double marriages between France and Spain
were almost immediately to take place, and the French Pro-
testants were at a grave disadvantage. There was still a danger
of war breaking out in Cleves and Juliers. "These things,"
he wrote, " will give fire to our nation, and make them aspire
to be again umpires of those wars, or at least to retrench the
greatness of Spain for their own preservation. And this is a
subject worthy for counsellors of state and others of quality to
work upon to move a Parliament, which is ever best persuaded
by somewhat that is above their capacity ; and not to stand as
in a shop to set out the King's bills of graces, whereof every
man will take upon him to discern, and to value his own
judgment by disvaluing the pieces."

Such a policy implied no war of aggression upon Spain. It
was one of defence against a Government bent upon imposing
Its religious and political system by force and intrigue upon the
rest of Europe.

It was necessary, however, for Bacon to say more than this.
Writing of the good effect which might ensue if the King could
show that he was not entirely dependent on Parliament, he
referred to that negotiation which Digby was then carrying on
at Madrid, and of which, if he knew little, he certainly suspected
more than he knew. He therefore recommended James to
make use of ' the opinion of some great offer for a marriage of
the Prince with Spain.' " Not," he went on to say, " that I shall
easily advise that that should be really effected ; but I say the
opinion of it may have singular use, both because it will easily
be believed that the offer may be so great from that hand, as
may at once free the King's estate; and chiefly because it will
be a notable attractive to Parliament, that hates the Spaniard,
so to do for the King as his state may not force him to fall
upon that condition."

the discussion is not mentioned. But it would be disrespectful in him to
mention what was understood to be secret. The beginning would hardly
have been so abrupt unless his opinion had been asked.